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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

The 2017-2018 school year has ushered in many new and 
exciting changes in South Windsor.  The excitement was 
palpable as staff welcomed students and parents on the 
first day at the new Orchard Hill Elementary School.  Also at 
the elementary level is the expansion of the STEM program. 
The Project Lead The Way elementary STEM program is now 
at all four elementary schools, with all K-5 students in the 
district benefiting from this innovative program.   

Districtwide, another initiative that was successfully 
launched was the electronic delivery of reports cards.  This 
change in delivery is not only environmentally friendly and 
more cost effective, but parents have reported it to be 
easy to manage and convenient as well. 

The one-to-one rollout of chromebooks at the high school is 
now complete.  As teachers are utilizing Google classroom 
and embedding technology into the curriculum, classroom 
instruction and learning look different. Students can re-
search, collaborate on projects and papers, access text-
books and more as they all have access to a chromebook 
at home and school.  

In Assessment news, the Science CMT and CAPT will not be 

administered this spring.  The state’s request for a waiver 
was approved as Science at all levels is being aligned to 
the NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards).  Students 
in grades 5, 8 and 11 will be participating in a Science 
Field Test this spring; a new science test is being designed 
with an anticipated first administration in the spring of 
2019. 

As you read through this newsletter, I think you will be as 
amazed as I am at the multitude of innovative and rich 
experiences that are taking place across the district.  I 
thank each and every one of you for all you do on a daily 
basis, your hard work and dedication to your students 
does not go unnoticed. 

I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season and winter 
vacation – some time to relax and enjoy the company of 
loved ones or spent doing whatever makes you happy.   
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2018! 
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SCIENCE  Arnica Sullivan, Curriculum Specialist 

Each elementary school hosted a STEM night this fall. Students and their families participated in a variety of activities exploring 
science, technology, engineering, and math and how these skills relate to what they are learning in STEM class. Mary Clark, Jen-
net DaSilva, Pam Brennan and Amy Graney set up various stations including robotics, designing and flying a paper cup glider, 
and engineering structures using everyday household items. Each family was able to take home their own STEM challenge to 
bridge the home to school connection.   

Recently the third graders at Pleasant Valley participated in a Teacher-Artist Collaboration (TAC) to enrich their knowledge of 
sound.  Working with artist/musician, Don Cooper, they used interactive experiences to develop a deep understanding of how 
sound is created, transmitted, received, and interpreted.  As a culminating project, students collaborated and developed their 
own musical instruments, while composing an original song to perform at a school-wide assembly. 

During their Forces and Motion unit, 7th 
graders at Timothy Edwards Middle 
School utilized their engineering skills by 
constructing and testing rockets to see 
which design would stay in the air for 
the longest amount of time.  After their 
initial test, students collaborated to de-
termine which design ideas worked 
well and which would need adjust-
ments before testing them again.  They 
used these design ideas to learn about 
drag, force and motion, and aerody-
namics.  The culminating activity al-
lowed students to choose how they 
demonstrated their knowledge on the 
topic.  A small group of students devel-
oped children’s stories that they read 
aloud to 4th and 5th graders at Or-
chard Hill.  

Can you handle the (Air) Pressure? Before students in Heath Carlson’s Applied Physics class 
can get started on their Hot Air Balloon unit they must first 
completely understand density and air pressure. Pictured 
left, Alex Valente gives Jon Van Horn a unique perspec-
tive on how 14.7 lbs/in2 of air pressure feels. This feat was 
accomplished by using a shop vac to remove the air from 
inside the heavy duty leaf bag. The consequence? A 
“crushing” effect. 

Look, up in the sky, it’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s the moon? 
For the first time in 99 years the United States experienced 
a coast to coast solar eclipse from Oregon to South Caroli-
na. Faculty, staff, parents, former students, and current 
students alike took part with the rest of the country in view-
ing the eclipse 
on August 21st. 
Mr. Wells and 
his two sons 

(pictured right) viewed the eclipse using specialized 
viewing glasses and a Sky Quest Orion telescope with 
a specialized solar filter that astronomy teacher 
Heath Carlson set up outside of his classroom on the 
observation deck at South Windsor High School. 

 

Students with Gino Gaucher Gr. 7 Science teacher and Janet McEleney Gr. 4 Orchard Hill 



In 6th grade, students are learning key 
components regarding Fitness and Nutri-
tion. Not only do students learn about 
the four components of health related 
fitness, but they have the opportunity to 

At the August Professional Development 
day, district P.E. teachers received train-
ing in Yoga instruction. The lessons in-
cluded exercises that could be incorpo-
rated at the elementary, middle and 
high school levels.  
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The start of the 2017-2018 school 
year provided plenty of exam-
ples of how we have built a cul-
ture of literacy in South Windsor 
Public Schools. We know that 
reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening are integral to the total 
academic experience, and 
when given an authentic con-
text, help to transform our under-
standing of the world.  

The high school English depart-
ment piloted a shared reading 
experience that allowed stu-
dents to read a text from a list of 
summer reads and meet with 
students across different grades 
and classes to reflect on their 
interpretation of their reading. A 
group of three seniors helped 
present possible next steps that 
may result in an even bigger 
community building reading initi-
ative. Through their efforts over 
35 students in grades 9-12 have 
joined a reading committee and 
have started reading and sug-
gesting high interest books for 
their peers.   

The student run writing center 
has expanded at the high 
school. Seven students now offer 
writing support both during and 
after school. Additionally, they 
have begun scheduling appoint-

ments to “Rent-a-Tutor”. We are excited to support writing 
across all content areas.  

Middle school teachers at Timothy Edwards have started 
integrating independent reading and conferencing into 
their weekly work with students. This has helped drive con-
versations in classrooms about choosing texts based on 

interest, and applying skills and 
strategies taught in class to 
personal reading. The increase 
of choice and discussion 
around a wide variety of 
books has helped reenergize 
our middle school English clas-
ses. Many students are devour-
ing books which have led to 
many rich literary conversa-
tions. 

On October 19th elementary 
teachers across the district 
participated in Jumpstart and 
Read for the Record by read-
ing Quackers by Liz Wong with 
students across the world. 
Fourth and fifth grades at Eli 
Terry started participating in 
the “Book a Day” initiative. 
Every day students get to hear 
a book read aloud to their 
classes. Then, students and 
teachers consider the follow-
ing questions: What do you 
think, and What is the story 
really about? This has helped 
increase the volume of texts 
we are reading and has al-
lowed us to make book rec-
ommendations for pleasure 
and academic reading.  

 

LITERACY Candice Irwin, Curriculum Specialist 

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION Dave Sytulek, Director of Health, Physical Education & Athletics 

do research on healthy eating habits 
using www.choosemyplate.gov. They 
also learned about the 6 major nutrients 
and how to obtain them as part of their 
diet. Each day they receive new infor-
mation about how to live healthy life-
styles. 

At South Windsor High School, 9th and 
10th grade students are being trained 
for the Connecticut Physical Fitness As-
sessment (CPFA), which measures mus-
cle endurance, muscle strength, cardi-
ovascular endurance and flexibility.                 

Here are some suggested reads that can help keep our minds 
active as we head into the winter months: 

Professional 
Texts 

Young Adult 
Texts 

Grown Up 
Reads 
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At Timothy Edwards Middle School, technology 
education teachers Jesse Wilkinson and Jeff Goric 
completed Project Lead The Way training at the 
University of New Haven last summer.  This intensive 
training prepared them to teach our 8th grade 
Automation and Robotics course.  In this class, stu-
dents learn about mechanical systems, energy 
transfer, machine 
automation, and 
computer control 
systems. Students 
use ROBOTC soft-
ware  to program 
real-world objects 
such as traffic 
lights, toll booths, 
and robotic arms. 

At South Windsor 
High School, Dr. 
Ray McCarthy is 
refreshing our 
Wood technology programs.  Along with the stu-
dents enrolled in Creative Woodworking and Con-
struction I, Dr. McCarthy has created a more effi-
cient layout of the workspaces and machines.   

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION Steven Albrecht, Curriculum Specialist 

Students have been inspired to 
use woods to create several in-
teresting pieces, including deco-
rative boxes and a ukulele. 

A dream became reality as the 
new Culinary program launched 
at the high school. Students 
studying food preparation and 
baking were met with new com-
mercial kitchen equipment, 
stainless steel preparation tables, 
and shiny pots and pans at the 
start of the school year.  Family 
& Consumer Sciences teacher 
Mrs. Keri Booth developed cur-
riculum over the summer and 
planned instruction that includes 
safe food handling and sanita-
tion, savory dishes, breads, other 
baked goods and more.  We 
look forward to expanding this 
new career pathway by includ-
ing food service experiences 
and career exploration opportu-
nities.             

The Art Department continues to work 
on curriculum writing and revision at all 
levels. An extension of this curriculum 
work is the creation of authentic learn-
ing experiences for our students. The 
following are two recent examples of 
how art teachers bring the arts alive for 
their students with experiences and ex-
posure opportunities.  

For several years Pleasant Valley/
Orchard Hill art teacher Natalie O'Brien 
has engaged her PV school community 
in building faerie houses from natural 
and found materials on the PV school 
grounds. This event, always well attend-
ed by parents and families was expand-
ed this past fall when Ms. O’Brien 
worked with her Pleasant Valley 5th 
grade classes to construct a sculpture 
for the Annual Wee Faerie Village exhibit 
at the Florence Griswold Museum in Old 
Lyme, CT. The exhibit was on dis-
play from September 30 through Octo-
ber 29. Visitors were amazed with the 
attention to detail and craftsmanship as 

they explored over thirty hand-crafted, 
faerie-sized buildings spread throughout 
the museum’s beautiful grounds. This 
year’s theme was Faerieville, USA. The 
collection had many miniature versions 
of Main Street type buildings such as a 
post office, bakery, and flower shop. Ms. 

VISUAL ARTS Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Program Coordinator    

O'Brien's 5th grade contribution to the 
village was a faerie house art museum! 

South Windsor High School art teacher 
Jessica Ziff has been working to grow 
student interest in fashion design and 
illustration. Jessica took students from 
the SWHS Fashion Design/Illustration clas-
ses and Fashion Club to visit the museum 
at the Fashion Institute of Technology on 
December 14th. At the museum, stu-
dents were able to tour the special exhi-
bitions and have a chance to sketch in 
the museum's collection galleries. One 
of the special exhibitions, called 
"Expedition: Fashion from the Extreme," 
included clothing made for survival in 
inhospitable conditions and showed a 
range of different outerwear from histori-
cal fur garments to high tech materials 
made for deep sea and space travel. 
After the tour, students were able to en-
joy the hustle and bustle of New York 
City at the Bryant Park Winter Festival.  

 

 

 

PICTURE 



in both ESOL classes as well as in the 
sheltered instruction Humanities course, 
students were eager to experience 
Twain’s life first hand in Hartford. This ex-
perience allowed students to apply their 
learning in a meaningful and authentic 
way. 

Hina Awais, Bilingual Consultant/EL Tutor 
(pictured below) has been busy working 
across the district this year. Whether Hina 
is participating on committees, planning 
cultural events, or working in PLCs, she 
eagerly shares her linguistic and cultural 
expertise. Recently Hina worked in Mrs. 
Mawhinney’s classroom teaching stu-
dents how to write their names in Urdu. 
Take a look at their work. 

World Language teachers had the op-
portunity to attend the annual conven-
tion of the Connecticut Council of Lan-
guage Teachers as well as the Massa-
chusetts Association of Foreign Lan-
guage Teachers, bringing together 
world language teachers from through-
out New England. These teachers will 
present what they learned to their col-
leagues during the winter months at 
building department meetings and 
PLCs. Karen Stoj, Curriculum Specialist for 
World Languages and English Learners, 
also presented a workshop entitled: I 
Can Say That! Maximizing Materials for 
Target Language Instruction. Partici-
pants were introduced to various text 
sources such as online newspapers, 
blogs, infographics, and tweets, which 
they were then able to use for instruc-
tional activities. 

On October 14th Nicole Papa, EL teach-
er/coordinator, Liza Love and an EL par-
ent presented at this year’s Connecticut 
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages conference. Their presenta-
tion Parents as Educational Partners, 
highlighted our outreach program for 
parents of EL students who are not profi-
cient in English. Nicole and her team 
shared one of their modules, and sam-
ple lesson plans, as well as success sto-
ries showcasing the impact on parent’s 
and children’s lives. 

During the November professional de-
velopment day, Karen Stoj and Lauren 
Suffish facilitated a workshop at Timothy 
Edwards Middle School focusing on fea-
tures of sheltered instruction. Teachers 
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participated in activities that modeled 
several key features of the sheltered in-
struction protocol. Sheltered instruction 
features strong Tier 1 instructional prac-
tices that reap large benefits for all stu-
dents. All K-5 classroom teachers have 
attended sheltered instruction work-
shops, focusing on writing language ob-
jectives and ensuring time throughout 
the day when students can use aca-
demic English. As our diverse population 
continues to expand, differentiating Tier 
1 instruction will continue to be a focus 
for our English Learner staff. 

On a beautiful fall day, our middle and 
high school English Learners embarked 
on a journey to the Mark Twain House. 
After studying Mark Twain and his works 

WORLD LANGUAGES AND ENGLISH LEARNERS Karen Stoj, Curriculum Specialist 

MUSIC Frank Rizzuto, Jarrid Clifton and Mike Kenyon 

On October 17th  members of the music 
department attended a SMART Music 
professional development workshop led 
by Leigh Kallestad.  This workshop pro-
vided music teachers an opportunity to 
explore the various capabilities of SMART 
Music, including use as an in-class in-
structional tool and assessing student 
performance. 

The Fall concert season at Timothy Ed-
wards Middle School wrapped up on 
Monday, December 4th with the Orches-
tra Concert.  The Choral Concert was on 

November 20th and the Band Perfor-
mance was on the 30th.  All three perfor-
mances were before packed audienc-
es, and the teachers greatly appreciat-
ed all of the support from the TEMS mu-
sic families and community. 

The Winter Choral Concert was held on 
Wednesday, December 6th and 7th in 
the high school auditorium.  The Winter 
Band and Orchestra Concerts took 
place on Thursday, December 14th. 

On December 12th a group of 23  fifth 
grade orchestra students from Philip R. 
Smith and Pleasant Valley, led by Mrs. 
Eileen Crawford, showcased their instru-
mental talents prior to the Board of Edu-
cation meeting. At all four elementary 
schools, 5th grade students are eager to 
begin chorus which starts in January.   
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A ceremony to celebrate all students 
and their parents will take place in Jan-
uary.   

At the high school level, Andrew Brindisi 
has a group of 40 students participat-
ing in Math Team.  South Windsor is 
once again competing in the Euler 
Division of the Capital Area Math 
League.  After the first two meets of the 
year, South Windsor is currently in 3rd 
place. In December, students in AP 
Calculus donated gingerbread houses 
that they created using calculus formu-
las to the Cornerstone Soup Kitchen for 
families eating Christmas dinner there.   

Hour of Code, a global movement to 
engage students in the fields of com-
puter science and programming was 

shared with students throughout 
the district during the month of 
December.  In the elementary 
schools, students participated 
through their STEM class.  At the 
middle school level, students had 
the opportunity to explore coding 
activities through their math class.  
And at the high school, an inter-
disciplinary team of teachers, 
which included Matt Eppler, Ja-
mie Lang and Jamie Jaconetta, 
offered a session after school to 
include all interested students in a 
variety of programming and 
computer science activities.   

Throughout the district there have 
been a variety of programs and 
events to celebrate mathematics.  At 
the elementary level Orchard Hill K-2 
students participated in the Fall 
DreamBox Challenge. They completed 
almost 7,500 DreamBox lessons in three 
weeks! One of the kindergarten clas-
ses finished the challenge at #1 
among participating Connecticut K-2 
classrooms, #10 among all of the par-
ticipating K-2 classrooms in the North-
east, and #112 among ALL participat-
ing K-2 classrooms.  PRS hosted two 
Math Morning events where Julie 
Ratajczak welcomed parents into the 
classroom to share math strategies 
around the topic of fact fluency for 
parents.  Other events to invite ele-
mentary parents and families in 
to celebrate math will continue 
to happen throughout the year.  
The excitement over math has 
continued at the middle school 
level.  After an inspirational video 
set to the Rocky theme song was 
shared over the TEMS Morning 
News, over 100 students in 
grades 6-8 attended the first 
meeting of Math Counts at 7:00 
am on a Friday morning in No-
vember. Bill Denker and Beth 
Goldman will be meeting with 
students regularly to practice 
solving challenging math prob-
lems to prepare students for the 

MATHEMATICS Robyn Ongley, Curriculum  Specialist 

in-school math competition in January.  
The top qualifying students will repre-
sent the school at the Hartford Chapter 
Math Counts competition in February.  
Students can also prepare for the New 
England Math League competition at 
the end of February by participating in 
these morning sessions.  Additionally, 88 
students took the 33rd annual AMC-8 
(American Mathematical Competition) 
math assessment on November 20th at 
Timothy Edwards Middle School.  John 
Smith-Horn invited any interested stu-
dents from the school community to 
take on the challenge of learning more 
about mathematics and solving rigor-
ous problems.  Students were wel-
comed to a series of workshops to pre-
pare for the exam on November 20th.  

THE NEW ORCHARD HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WELCOMED STUDENTS FOR THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR  
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and welcomed Jonathan Weiner, Presi-
dent of Civics First Connecticut, as the 
keynote speaker. Congratulations to the 
students in the Local Government and 
Law Enforcement class who won the 
Connecticut Conference of Municipali-
ties’ #LoCoolGov contest which em-
phasizes the importance of local gov-
ernment in solving problems. These stu-
dents were honored at their annual din-
ner at Foxwoods Resort.  

The work to integrate ELA units and so-
cial Studies continues in the elementary 
schools as grade levels met throughout 
the fall cycle of early release Wednes-
days. The new Humanities units will em-
phasize Social Studies content with ELA 
reading and writing skills. This process 
involves writing and reframing 18 units 
with new Social Studies standards as 
well as reviewing resources and sug-
gested activities. It is a large task and 
could not be accomplished without the 
ongoing outstanding work of the Hu-
manities Committee which involves one 
teacher per grade, per school (24 
teachers in all).  

At the middle school level, 6th grade 
Ancient World History is piloting new 
units including a Middle East and a Eu-
rope “Flash Forward” study that empha-
sizes regional current events and geog-
raphy. In 7th grade, a new unit on the 
political and social effects of global 
warming on the countries of Oceania is 
an exciting addition. Overarching ques-
tions in both 7th and 8th grade curricula 
bring together themes from the entire 
year and evaluate the ability of stu-

SOCIAL STUDIES Gregory Frank, Curriculum Specialist 

dents to make connections. 7th grade 
Cultural Geography piloted a new Oce-
ania unit last year which looks at the 
effects of global warming and rising sea 
levels on Pacific Rim nations. In 8th 
grade U.S. History students will be en-
gaging in a new unit on the post-Civil 
War western frontier with an emphasis 
on cultural transformations and conflict 
epitomized in organizations such as the 
Carlisle Indian School.   

At the high school, A.P. Economics is 
being offered for the first time as one of 
the newest electives for students. A.P. 
Government and Politics students part-
nered this fall with 5th grade students at 
Pleasant Valley Elementary to create 
platforms and run candidates for the 
Connecticut Kid Governor program. Rho 
Kappa, the Social Studies Honor Society, 
inducted 42 seniors on November 30th 

Spring 2018 District Assessment Calendar  
The following are the confirmed spring 2018 testing administration dates for South Windsor Public Schools: 

SOUTH WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – 2018 TESTING WINDOW/DATES 

  

Grade(s) 

ELA 

Smarter Balanced 

Math 

Smarter Balanced 

Science 

 NGSS Field Test CT SAT 
Grade 3 April 17 – May 8 April 17 – May 8     
Grade 4 April 17 – May 8 April 17 – May 8     
Grade 5 April 17 – May 8 April 17 – May 8 May 17   
Grade 6 April 30 – May 18 April 30 – May 18     
Grade 7 April 30 – May 18 April 30 – May 18     
Grade 8 April 30 – May 18 April 30 – May 18 May 22   

Grade 11 
    

April 3 
Wednesday, March 21 

(Makeup April 24 & 25) 

Grades 3‐8, 11 
Connec cut Alternate Assessment 

March 26 – May 25 

NGSS Alternate  
Assessment Gr. 5, 8, & 11 

April 30 – May 25 
  

Details regarding assessments, including make-up days and schedules for CT Alternate Assessments and Skills 
Checklist, will be provided to staff by building principals. 
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SOUTH WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

South Windsor Public Schools is pleased to recognize the accomplishments of its faculty and staff in the field of education, 
lifelong learning and the commitment to children. Twice each school year, we will highlight these professional accomplish-
ments in the Office of Curriculum and Instruction’s “Curriculum Update” newsletter. Categories include the following: 

National or State Recognition 

 Professional Articles Selected for Publication  

Outstanding Community Involvement with Youth 

 Presentation at a National Conference 

All staff are invited to share information regarding professional accomplishments by emailing  
Jamie Langevin. The next publication is expected in May 2018. 

RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

National or State Recognition 

2017 Outstanding Biology Teacher of the Year, awarded by the Connecticut Association of Biology Teachers (CTABT) 
(November 17, 2017) 

 Janet Belval ........................................................................................................................................... SWHS 
Professional Articles Selected for Publication 

“Fugitives,” a book of poems published by Lost Horse Press in 2016, won the 2017 Connecticut Book Award for Poetry  
(October 2017) 
 Danielle Pieratti ..................................................................................................................................... SWHS 
Presentation at a State Conference 

“Parents as Educational Partners,” presented at the Connecticut Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(ConnTESOL) Conference (October 14, 2017) 

 Nicole Papa and Liza Love ........................................................................................................ OH/District 

“Use of Student Questioning to Deepen Mathematical Learning,” presented at the 2017 Associated Teachers of Mathematics in 
Connecticut (ATOMIC) Annual Conference (December 4, 2017) 
 Nancy Bassilakis ........................................................................................................................................... ET 

 


